Exercise 0—Installing the Tools


Exercise 0—Installing the tools
ArcHydro Tools Installation
Prior to coming to the workshop you should have installed the ArcHydro Tools. For reference, we will use Version 1.4.0.195 of the ArcHydro Tools. The most current version of the tools can always be found at ftp://RiverHydraulics:river.1114@ftp.esri.com 

See the readme file at the above location for installation notes and instructions. For StreamStats we need only the ArcHydro Tools. It is only necessary to get the setup file for the version of ArcGIS you have and run the install using an administrative account. We do not need GeoHMS or GeoRAS. 

StreamStats Toolbox Installation
The tools and other workshop materials during the week will be posted to the following internal ftp site: 

ftp://ftpint.usgs.gov/private/wr/ut/salt.lake.city/StreamStatsWorkshop/
After the workshop, we will move the tools and other materials to a more permanent location. The permanent location for the StreamStats Toolbox will be here: 

http://privusgs2.er.usgs.gov/display/StreamStats/StreamStats_Toolbox
I find it is best to keep a folder for all custom toolboxes where I can easily find them and keep them organized. Because toolboxes are not backward compatible between ArcGIS versions, you should keep them separate by version. I also find it is useful to have an “unfinished” area, where I can put tools as I work on them. When I finish a tool/toolbox, I move it to a “finished” area. It also is helpful to maintain a versioning system on the files. Be careful about loading different versions of a toolbox. Also, keep all scripts referenced in a toolbox in a separate folder along with the toolbox. As we work with the StreamStats toolbox this week, you will get a feel for managing them. Below is a picture of my toolbox area, as a suggested way to manage toolboxes: 
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1. Make a folder something like I have above, where you will manage the toolboxes. 
2. Get the current version of the StreamStats Toolbox from the above ftp site. Unzip it into your folder. It will create a StreamStatsToolsV3 folder containing the toolbox and scripts. 
3. In ArcCatalog, right-click on a blank area in the toolbox and choose Add Toolbox. Browse to and select the StreamStatsToolboxV3 toolbox. Don’t double-click it, just select it, then click Open.  

4. Close ArcCatalog. It is important to make changes in ArcCatalog, then close it afterwards. The changes get saved and will come back up the next time you open ArcCatalog. More importantly, the next time you open ArcMap after having made changes in ArcCatalog and closed ArcCatalog, ArcMap will pick up the changes. Any changes you make, such as adding toolboxes, in ArcMap, ONLY get saved to the MXD and won’t be there in other sessions. (If you actually edit a toolbox in ArcMap, however, the .tbx file it references does get changed.)
5. To update a toolbox, close any ArcMap documents, then right-click on the toolbox in ArcCatalog and choose Remove. Close ArcCatalog. 
6. Remove the old version of the toolbox. Unzip the new version into place. Proceed from Step 3 above. 

Installing the ApXMLViewEdit  XML Editor
1. Get the XMLEditor zip file and unzip it to your system in a place that will remain stable. In the folder, right-click on ApXMLViewEdit.exe, and choose “Send to Desktop (create shortcut).

2. Double-click the shortcut on the desktop to make sure it opens the editor. Close the editor and move the shortcut to a convenient place. You will often drag/drop XML files onto this icon, so put it somewhere that is easy to drag onto. 
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